Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 2:5-11

(5) “Christ Jesus, (6) Who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. (7) Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, (8) he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross. (9) Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, (10) that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, (11) and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

( According to Saint Paul, is Jesus God? Is he a human being?

( Could humans have ‘grasped equality with God’ had Jesus not come ‘in human likeness’?

( How was Jesus ‘exalted’ after his crucifixion? What holiday remembers this event?  

Gospel According to Saint John 1:1, 9-14, 16-18

(1) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God… (9) The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

(10) He was in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world did not know him. (11) He came to what was his own, but his own people did not accept him. 

(12) But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children of God, to those who believe in his name, (13) who were born not by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man's decision but of God. (14) And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth… (16) From his fullness we have all received, grace in place of grace, (17) because while the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. (18) No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father's side, has revealed him.” 

( Who is the ‘Word of God’ mentioned by Saint John?

( According to Saint John, how was God revealed to humanity?

( What does it mean to ‘become children of God’ (Line 12)?

